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from the beautiful which is the object of intelligence, — the artistic- 
ally beautiful. But here he can fall back upon St. Thomas, who 
does the same thing and worse, telling us that "pulcra dicuntur 
qua visa placent" ! 

Though Thomas is not so far astray as our author would make 
him out to be, yet he has no consistent aesthetic theory. The 
hints which he incidentally throws out show that in this subject he 
was far behind the best of the ancients, not to speak of the mod- 
erns. One can only smile, therefore, when he reads (p. 39), "If 
this interpretation is correct [!], the modern theories of the ideal 
in art put forward by Schelling and Hegel, and repeated by Taine, 
will be nothing more than a paraphrase and development of a text 
of St. Thomas Aquinas." 

One finds many occasions for smiling in reading this work, amus- 
edly, for example, when he finds it hinted (p. 21) that the works of 
the Pseudo-Dionysius may be by the convert of St. Paul (Act.s xvii. 
34) ; grimly, when he reads that the same " Christian philosopher 
pitilessly banishes from his metaphysics the [neo-Platonic] pan- 
theistic filiation of being" (p. 46), the truth being notoriously the 
exact opposite (see Miiller, " Kirchengesch," I., 286 sq. ; Harnack,. 
" Dogmengesch," II., 437, and the works of Dionysius themselves), 
and so on. 

We trust that this work, which swarms with textual blunders 
evidently not due to the printer, is not a fair specimen of the 
science dispensed at the University of Louvain. 

Thomas Davidson. 

New York. 

La Politique de Saint Thomas d'Aquin. Par fidouard Crahay, 
Avocat a la Cour d' Appel de Bruxelles. Louvain : Institut Supe- 
rieur de Philosophic, 1896. 8vo. Pp. xxiv., 153. 

This work states, on the whole, fairly enough the political views 
of St. Thomas, but, like that of M. de Wulf, attributes to him an 
originality which he did not possess, and would not have claimed. 
After speaking of Taine' s " Origines de la France contemporaine," 
he proceeds : " The object of St. Thomas's theories, which we are 
about to expound, is analogous to that of this minute work, but has 
a deeper import and a wider application. He undertakes to explain 
and reason out the most fundamental political institutions." The 
simple truth, on the contrary, is that St. Thomas accepts the politi- 
cal views of Aristotle, and then subordinates the state to the church. 
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This M. Crahay entirely approves of, as, indeed, he must do, if he is 
to be a good Catholic. Of course, books of this sort are in no sense 
scientific, except in so far as they simply report facts, for the reason 
that they accept certain foregone conclusions due, not to science, 
but to what professes to be a revelation. Science, on the contrary, 
can take no account of revelation except as a complex of phenomena 
to be studied and explained according to its own laws. 

Thomas Davidson. 

The Theory of the Divine Right of Kings. By J. N. Figgis, 
Lecturer on History in St. Catherine's College, Cambridge: 
Prince Consort Dissertation for 1892. Cambridge: University 
Press, 1896. 

The first object of Mr. Figgis's book — which has been rewritten 
and greatly enlarged since it was composed as a Prize Essay — is to 
give an account of the controversy waged round the theory of 
Divine Right under the Stuart dynasty, and to show its bearing 
on questions that still affect us at the present day. And this task 
Mr. Figgis has discharged with notable efficiency, though, with the 
zeal of an explorer, he is perhaps tempted to see more in what he 
brings back with him than others will be disposed to find. 

The value of the book is still further increased by two prelimi- 
nary discussions, — the first concerned with the controversy between 
Papalists and Imperialists during the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries ; the second with the political theories which sprang up 
during the struggle between the league and the kings of France 
and Navarre during the closing years of the sixteenth century. 

Mr. Figgis aims at showing that the champions of Divine Right 
inherited the arguments and the essential ideas of the mediaeval 
Imperialists. And, so far, he may be held to have fairly proved 
his point. But when he maintains that their plea was directed no 
less against the Papists than the Protestant Dissenters and the 
claims of Parliament, his argument becomes more questionable. 
And when, in support of this view, he is led to assert that during 
the first half of the seventeenth century England was in no small 
danger of a Popish reaction (p. 89), he is surely going farther 
than the facts of the case can be said to warrant. 

Such exaggerations, however, may readily be pardoned in view 
of the fresh significance which Mr. Figgis gives to an extinct con- 
troversy and the insight he shows in bringing a much abused theory 
into relation with the whole course of political speculation in West- 



